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The Smart Capella Student’s Guide to Research: Navigating RSCH FPX 7864 &

7868 Assessments

Research coursework in Capella’s FPX program presents key opportunities to grow your analytical, methodological, and scholarly capabilities. The assessments RSCH FPX
7864 and RSCH FPX 7868 are particularly pivotal—they push you to apply statistics, critique research, and refine your research topic. In this post, you'll find proven
techniques, step-by-step guidance, and motivational insight for:

Let’s dive in.

RSCH FPX 7864 Assessment 2: Correlation Application & Interpretation

RSCH FPX 7864 Assessment 2

Correlation is a central concept in research methodology. This assessment tests your ability to compute correlations, interpret relationships between variables, and
meaningfully discuss implications in nursing or healthcare contexts.

Goals and Expectations

Select two meaningful variables (e.g., patient satisfaction and nurse staffing levels).
Compute correlation coefficients (Pearson, Spearman, or others as appropriate).
Interpret direction, strength, and significance of correlations.

Discuss how findings relate to theory, practice, or future research.

Clarify limitations (correlation # causation) and ethical considerations.

Strategies for Success

1.

Choose Variables with Theory Behind Them
Don't pick variables arbitrarily—ensure there’s a conceptual rationale or previous literature linking them.

. Check Assumptions Before Calculating

Assess normality, linearity, outliers, and homoscedasticity (depending on test needed). Violations can distort results.

. Use Software Accurately

Use SPSS, R, or similar tools to compute correlations. Be careful to select the right test (Pearson vs. Spearman).

. Interpret Beyond Numbers

If your correlation is 0.65, explain: “This moderate-to-strong positive correlation suggests that as staff-to-patient ratio improves, patient satisfaction tends to
increase, although causal inference cannot be made.”

. Address Limitations and Ethical Implications

For example, small sample sizes or measurement error may affect validity. Be transparent. Also, ensure you used deidentified or ethically collected data.

. Link to Practice or Theory

State how this correlation might guide policy, future research, or nursing interventions.

Academic Tips

Use APA formatting for tables and in-text presentation.
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When writing results, include r (correlation coefficient), p values, sample size (n), and confidence intervals if possible.

Present results in a clear table with variable names, coefficient, and significance.

RSCH FPX 7868 Assessment 3: Research Critique & Evaluation

RSCH FPX 7868 Assessment 3

This assessment involves critically evaluating a published research article—its methodology, strengths/weaknesses, validity, and relevance to your field of interest.

What You Must Do

Summarize the article’s purpose, methods, results, and conclusions.
Critique design choices (sampling, data collection, analysis).
Discuss validity, reliability, and generalizability.

Suggest improvements or future research ideas.

Relate the study’s findings to nursing practice or your research focus.

Strategies for Excellence

1.

Start with a Solid Summary
Before critiquing, clearly state what the study attempted and how it did so. That clarity helps frame your critique.

. Evaluate Methodology in Depth

Examine sample size, inclusion/exclusion criteria, biases, measurement instruments, and data analysis methods.

. Check For Threats to Internal and External Validity

Examples include selection bias, confounding variables, attrition, or limited generalizability to other populations.

. Assess Reliability and Trustworthiness

In quantitative studies, was the instrumentation validated? In qualitative work, was triangulation or member checking used?

. Propose Specific Improvements

Suggest alternate designs, better sampling, additional measures, or mixed-method follow-up.

. Connect to Nursing and Your Own Research

Show how the study’s insights might inform practices or influence your own topic’s direction.

. Maintain Scholarly Tone and Organization

Use headings (Introduction, Strengths, Weaknesses, Recommendations) to guide your reader.

Pro Tip

Engage in a “critical lens” reading—ask at every turn: Why did they choose this method? What assumptions are embedded? Your critical thinking is a core part of the

assessment.

RSCH FPX 7868 Assessment 4: Research Topic Refinement

RSCH FPX 7868 Assessment 4
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At this stage, you refine your selected research topic to be sharper, more feasible, and better aligned with scholarly expectations. This is a pivotal step to ensure your
subsequent research is solid.

Objectives of the Assignment

e Narrow your broad topic to a concise research question.

o Justify the importance and significance of your refined topic.
e Ensure feasibility (scope, resources, time).

e Link the topic to theory, practice gaps, or knowledge deficits.

e Provide an initial outline or conceptual framework if applicable.

Recommended Approach

1. Start Broad, Then Narrow
Begin with a general area of interest, then refine focusing on population, context, or intervention variables.

2. Conduct a Mini Literature Scan
Use recent, high-quality studies to check that there is both a knowledge gap and data sources for your topic.

3. Pose a Research Question
Craft a question that is clear, concise, and researchable within the time frame and constraints you have.

4. Justify Significance
Explain why answering this question matters—in terms of patient outcomes, policy, cost, or nursing practice.

5. Assess Feasibility Early
Consider access to data, resources, subjects, ethical permissions, and timeframe. Be realistic.

6. Outline a Conceptual Framework
Use a model or theory to show major constructs and relationships you plan to explore.

7. Tailor to Capella Standards
Align your refined topic with Capella’s research expectations—clear problem statement, theoretical grounding, and alignment with evidence-based practice.

Pro Tip

Write a “one-sentence thesis” that encapsulates your research question and importance. Use this as a guidepost to keep your topic well-scoped and focused.

Pulling It Together: From Correlations to Critique to Topic Mastery

These assessments build on each other in your research development:
1. Correlation Analysis (FPX 7864 Assessment 2) gives you the statistical grounding to understand relationships between variables.
2. Research Critique (FPX 7868 Assessment 3) deepens your methodological acumen and ability to question scholarly work.
3. Topic Refinement (FPX 7868 Assessment 4) synthesizes your critiques and statistical understanding to formulate a high-quality, feasible research question.

By progressing through these stages with intention, reflection, and rigor, you are laying the foundation for robust doctoral-level research.

Conclusion: Rise in Your Research Confidence at Capella
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Excelling in RSCH FPX 7864 Assessment 2, RSCH FPX 7868 Assessment 3, and RSCH FPX 7868 Assessment 4 requires more than checking boxes—it demands
critical thinking, methodological clarity, and careful planning. Each assignment is a stepping stone toward becoming a confident researcher capable of influencing nursing

knowledge and practice.

Stay consistent in your efforts, use scholarly resources, and push yourself to connect your work to real-world nursing impact. With methodical preparation, your Capella
research journey can become not just a path to a degree, but a transformative experience in your growth as a nurse scholar.
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